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State employees provided these tips – thank you for reading our weekly email and participating in CommonHealth!

Additional tips for keeping your home safe while you’re away:
· Wait until you get home before posting on social networking sites like facebook your comments about and photos of your vacation.

· Have a neighbor or relative park their car in your driveway and move it occasionally so that it appears someone is there.

· If you are on an extended vacation have someone, a neighbor or other family member cut your grass in the summer.  It gives the appearance that someone is home.
· If you don't have a friend or family member available to check your mail, take out garbage, turn lights off and on etc., hire a professional pet sitter who is licensed and insured.  They do all these things as well as take care of animals when people are on vacation.  
· Be careful about what we place in our “out of office assistant” messages…especially with our home email accounts.
· I had some furniture delivered before Christmas and I made the mistake of saying I was traveling out of town for the holidays.  I was so worried while I was gone that I would come home and find my place burglarized.  But fortunately the guys did not pick up on my hint.  Now I try to keep my trips a secret.”

· Turn off the water to your outside spigots in the winter and turn off the water to your washing machine when not in use.
· Put your car keys beside your bed at night.  If you hear a noise outside your home or someone trying to get in your house, just press the panic button for your car. The alarm will be set off, and the horn will continue to sound until either you turn it off or the car battery dies.
Things the burglar won’t tell you:

· I might leave a pizza flyer in your front door to see how long it takes you to remove it.
· You're right: I won't have enough time to break into that safe where you keep your valuables. But if it's not bolted down, I'll take it with me. 
· The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors. 
· I love looking in your windows. I'm looking for signs that you're home, and for flat screen TVs or gaming systems I'd like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets.
· Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake. I do my best to never, ever look like a crook.
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