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Motorcycle Safety
For other drivers:
· Expect to see motorcycles anytime and be on the look out for them.
· Motorcycles need a full lane to ride safely. Never drive in the same lane as a motorcycle - it is illegal and unsafe.
· Allow motorcycles as much space as a car.
· Regularly check your side and rear vision mirrors and over your shoulder for motorcycles the blind spot.
· Be particularly aware of motorcycles at intersections and know where they are turning.
· Motorcyclists can accelerate quickly and can also reduce speed quickly to avoid pot holes and other hazards. They may need to use their entire lane.
· Drive at a safe distance.  Anticipate the hazards - such as flying debris and predict how the motorcyclist will react.
For the Motorcyclist:
Wearing a motorcycle helmet reduces a rider’s risk of death by 29% and nonfatal injury risk by 15%. On average, helmets cost about $220 in Virginia and prevent nearly $3,700 in injury costs.  
· Be alert at intersections…50% of motorcycle-vehicle collisions occur there.  

· “Assume that you are invisible to other motorists and operate your motorcycle accordingly.” 

· Position yourself to be seen. Ride in the portion of the lane where it is most likely that you will be seen by other motorists. Avoid the car’s “No Zone” (i.e., blind spot).   

· Use your headlights, day and night. All motor vehicles have blind spots where other vehicles cannot be seen with mirrors.  Do not linger in motorists’ blind spots. 

·  Wear brightly colored or fluorescent clothing and use retro-reflective materials on your motorcycle, especially at night.
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