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Protecting Your Home While You're Away

Give It That Lived-in Look

When you're going away for an extended period of time, you should try to make your home look like it is still occupied.  If there is the appearance of activity at your home, there is less chance that the house will be burglarized.  Here are a few ways to make it seem like you're home:

1. Set lights and a radio or television on timers so they'll go on and off at different times of the day.  
2. Have your mail held at the post office and suspend delivery of your newspaper. Or ask a neighbor to pick up your mail and newspaper daily.
Have an Expected Visitor

When you're going to be away, it's a good idea to ask someone to check on your home on a regular basis.  Have them open and close blinds and turn on different lights.  Be sure to give your "home checker" a spare key - don't hide a key anywhere near or around your house because thieves know where to look.  Also, if you have a home security system, be sure that your expected visitor knows how to set and disarm the alarm.

Additional Tips:
Never leave an outgoing answering machine message saying you're away -- it's dangerous to make that information public knowledge.
Double-check that door and window locks work properly, especially in older homes where doors and windows may not fit tightly anymore.
Make a showing on garbage day.  Ask a neighbor to put a couple of bags of garbage in front of your house.
Contact your local police department.  Many departments offer courtesy checks of your house while you are away.  Their added presence in your neighborhood may help to deter anyone who does not belong there.

Secure valuables.  Do not leave valuables or electronics within view from a window.   Use a home safe or safety deposit box if you can.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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