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TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK IS OCTOBER 16-22, 2011
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Do you have a teen driver in the house or will you soon? Then you will want to know about National Teen Driver Safety Week (NTDSW). According to the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA), motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for teens in the United States. Last year in Virginia, 83 teens (16-20) lost their lives in motor vehicles crashes and more than 8,000 were injured – a disturbing statistic.*

One way to tackle this problem is to create more awareness about this issue and find solution to help prevent teen deaths which is what NTDSW is intended to do. Established by Congress four years ago, the third week of October has been selected to focus attention on this issue. This year, October 16-22 is National Teen Driver Safety Week. 

So what can a parent do? Be a supportive teacher and a coach. Help your teen know the rules of the road and monitor their driving as well as watching your driving while your teen is in the car with you. Encourage your teen to drive distraction free, obey speed limits, and always buckle up!
For more information on teen driving safety, please visit www.nhtsa.gov; www.distraction.gov
*Statistics from the Virginia Highway Safety Office 2010 Crash Facts, DMV 
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